Impact of BAL on the diagnosis and treatment of nosocomial pneumonia in ICU patients.
Nosocomial pneumonia and ventilator-associated pneumonia are currently the second leading cause of nosocomial infections and account for approximately 10-15% of all hospital-acquired infections. Crude mortality rates range from 24% to 76% depending on the population and clinical setting studied. During the last ten years, several diagnostic methods have been developed to microbiologically confirm the clinical diagnosis, especially in mechanically ventilated patients. This article seeks to clarify the issues surrounding the use of invasive fiberoptic bronchoscopic techniques in the diagnosis and treatment of nosocomial pneumonia.